
TUB CAITI.K INDI BTIIY.
In the rat fuur years, says the Salt

Lake TriliHHf, the cattle of the United
Mates have decreased 7,2SS,0(K). An
OMern journal thinks that this Iihi
been due to the fact that " the far
west nna up, the laud can be put to
..ttr use than ai a cattle range."
That Ib nut the reason. Cattle men

fiare made do money for Tenis up to
last year. They kept holding oa hop-
ing for relief, but It did not come, and
dually when cuttle by the thousand
weie driven In from Mexico, and when
the excess en&hled the big buyers In
Omaha, Kansas City and Chicago to
dictate the prices absolutely; many a
nan who had been a great stockholder
unloaded hit held at what lie could get
and went out of the business.

This was not confined 10 the common
cattle of the country. Many a man
who had carefully selected and bred
choice stock sent the whole to the
shambles for whatever they would
bring. This has canned, with this year's
demand, very heavy prices for poor
(Short Horn and Hereford stock wanted
for breeding purposes.

A sale of 123 llerefords In Missouri
the other day h vet aged more than 0UU
per head, and ten anímala brought
í'J.i'yo. Instead of lai d becoming moro
Valuable for some other purposes than
Btockraising, there Is more and more
land being deviled to It lu the great
States of Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska
and Iowa. Another reason why cattle
have advanced la because of the Im-

mense foreign orders for the Meets of
KiiHsia, Ureal llrltaln and other nations
which have been received and the
deinaud for canned meats from South
Africa, because of the thinning out of
the herds there through the rinderpest.

Of course, too, the demand for food
because of famines and short crops
abroad has naturally Increased the de-

mand for meat as well as bread, and the
f.irt that farmers received a fair price
for their wheat last year caused a
vastly Inert-use- consumption among
the live million families that live on
the farms of the United Stales. Stock-raisin- g

is one of the very great Indus-
tries of Ibis country, and will continue
to Increase In Importance as popula-
tion increases.

MYAI A rlKIUtMNH.
An organization which may result

In the formation of the largest army of
volunteers the world has known was
beguu lu New York city the other
ulglit at a m.-eti- of distinguished
veterans and others as the guests of
Colonel V. 1)11. Washington at the
Waldoif-Astori- a. The Nutiomil Vol-

unteer lteaei ve is the tille decided upon.
This new arm of the nation will be of
a distinct character from the militia of
the several states and does not seek to
cob rt let with It, It Is proposed that
this cew Nalioual Kesarve sii'Tl con
sut of volunteers who shall sign en-

listment blanks agreeing in case of
foreign war or luvatdon to take up
Mrms at the call of the President of the
United States or of the (ioverenots of
I tie states or Territories in which they
reside, Ceiitial headquarter are to be
established w hich would practically be
a clearing hotie for lecruits.

It is Ullevkd that front 2,0.) 000 to
6,Dí)0lC'JÜ citizens will be lound ready to

--wieeiclx- optic --A.xsrr btock grower
Join the body. It Is not the object to j

intetrere in any way with the existing
state militia, nut in 'ase of an emer-
gency the names enrolled in any state
can be handed to Its authorities for or
ganization and enlistments under its,
own regulations and olliccrs.

TllK OPTIC lias teen publishing the
blank of enlistment, frera lime to time,
and gives the movement its most hearty
endorsement.

1IMK Kill WAIt.
Col. Henri VVatterson, of the Louis-

ville, Ky, Courier-Journa- l, thinks It Is
time for war. Ileirliirn:

We are t .Id thai (Spain's nary la mora
than a match far our nary. Orsoied
In ships. But wbst about tne aatlora that
men them t We ara told that Hpaln can
send a float up ths Uiaaiaalppi to New
Orleans an t another to Hottoa. Me be.
If ther bura Nt Orleans, when tb war
Indemnity Is levied mil collected we'll re-

build It. gMng eeery lud vl lual clairatol
a hatter liuuse than h bd befi.ro, anl It
they bu d Ho-to- why, at ttioaa Yank-a- s

up ti ara I' ka cash in band, wa'll par tba
bill la full, principal and Intaraat, an.t, If
de.lred. la gold ! Wa ara told that Hpaln
will land an armv at Penescola and march
thnniih Wall, BheinisQ all
that, but Wejler isn't.

These ia but tba figments of tba f.nry
of tba timid, or else bugs' oo tales of Wall
atrvat and Beecon bill tofilgbtaa chlMrao.

that tba bofs of tola r ara b f
as good as Ihatr fa'here wore In '01, there
la hardly 1 1 faar off pain than a lot
of bui'k brea, wbo, armad and prortel in-a- d

by tba Itself, and grown
bl- - nf rt In tha spring, alart a raid on
Waahluiton. During at bast a ct tury
Iba Hpanlard has sbuwn no warllka cap-
acite. H was once a mariner, but, wbo
can D'.w tall what he will do with tha
ahipat Idead. Hpaln laso mribuid, so
shiirn of w l b and power, tht, except
f r the prurokinc eaa-e- . It war a Hud of
cnwan'lc lo allow h- - r to wrack her-e- lf by
a contest (o nnrqual.

Tha resources or the Unlfad B'alea ara ao
vasl that wa ourselves wholly fall to real-
ise Iba.n W are mss'eia i f tha greatest
of tba continents. Wa ara tha poetresnrs
of a perfect evetem of government. Un
our own ground wa ar mora than a match
f r all Europe, still barring England and
Rueel . W bava to go at road for nothing
Within ourselves we ar absolutaly

In all mechanical aria and
martial appliances wa Isad tha wot Id, Our
fo' d product ara exhaustivas. United a
a na'i'io no p wer i n aarth could aucceee-full- y

eoiut airainst us. This la not bluster.
It Is the limpie truth; and the atsUsruen,
soldiers and financiers of Europe k"OW It
very wall. The American who diepu'es It
either dosa not know bis own country or
greatly overestnie the outer world.

81'AIN ALOISK KH1'08IHI,K
The question nf peace or war rests

solely with Spa'n.snys the I'ittsburg
Jinpnteh. Spain is wholly responsible

I for the situation that exista, notwith
standing Senar I'olo's plea that there
are two sides to the question; and
Spln must decide whether it will
withdraw Its mlsgitvernment and op.
prensión from Cuba or have it tora oil
by the violent hands of the United
SStat-- a.

The hope of peace lies In the Intelli-
gence that tie Austrian (iovernmeut
and the Vatic in are urging Sp.tln to
concede every demand lit preference
to going into a hopeless and disastrous
struggle that uausteud io woise onse
qnelicwM,

The people of this country are, en

tirely united In sentiment. They are
ready to face any derision that is
reached with the determination that
tardy Justice must be Gone. Hut they
are not ready to follow the handful or
Speculators Who but their temjvirare
profits above their hum.tn duty, or
those who would sai-riic- national
honor for selllsh ends.

March. Mnonlslniaml Memories.
March sang a sweet lurlaby to this

part of the world before saying her
yearly good bye. There whs spirit
enough in It but no harmony. High
pitch was sustained throughout a
twenty-lou- r hours' run, with the ever
recurring crescendo, with never an in-

terlude and scarcely a diminuendo.
There was in it none of the, nerve
quieting qnnli.es of Mother Ooose ar
executed by the tender Voice of a loved
mother.

At the wind's wildest hiighis (he
lonely pines added their slmip whizzing
accompaniment to the utter distnss of
every creature. The voice of the coyote,
so often heard lu the land, was hushed
for once, ami his more civilized cousin,
the housedog, ceased Ins nocturnal
amusement nf hayttitf at the man In tne
moon, settled himself quietly iimiii his
poicli bed and tried to tnke his dogship's
wonted rest. In all this hurricane one
hud but to remember that "(iodlslu
the whirlwind," that no harm would
befall, and even one's small board
palace would not be ''turned and over-
turned 'until It rented upon its flat loof,
but would remain Intact upon its adobe
foundation I thought for just a
mínate, 1 would like to be in Old Mex-
ico and stand in the presence i.f that
'V-- í degrees alT nr long eiinuirh to see
the cause of all this aerial disturbance.
I would placidly watch old Sol as he
eisurely tuina lilinself about, vistes
southward, preparatory to wending bis
way to the sister line of Cancer, which
kas the reputation of being I1, degrees
beyond that other mysterious some-
thing railed the equator.

April has taken March's melody (V)
and so far she Is no discredit to the
new year's third daughter lu the matter

r rocking one. not in the dadle of the
deep, but in slightly tilting one's room
which Is located on the top "lint" of one
of the highest inouoiains In New Mex
ico. U eary old earth! How she sob-
bed and groaned under I he responsibi-
lity f the spring 'e'eaniug up."

Another day has dawned, the sun-
shine smllinir skies mid zephyrs which
usually follow the noise of nature, give
them benediction to all not forpeltiinr
the soul bowed down by storms of iiru-- f

and loss. The little rivulet near by

?:oes
humming merrily down the hlu,

drops having decided not to
harden themselvis lulo icy coldness,
bul rather to give form soft silvery
notes of liquid miiHiu

Some little birds hnve offered a few
notes of their prettiest spring songs.
The. trial "bars" are beautiful and 1

have engaged to listen attentively to
every little feathered iiiiustrel that
"comes to my window to sing.'

The story of the mountain and the
squirrel is suggested to me by the ap- -
teurance. of a chipmunk disporting

occasionally in the sunshine at
the fool of a mountain near by. He
took me to his home one day and dis.
pluyt-- d to my view the remains of bis
winter store of piuona, Irylug one now
ahd th-- e, as if to I rove that his teth
are sound, and that even with severe
use are likely lo remullí perlect. His
cunning, but timid etfoi la to make me
understand that I must not disturb his
household belongings were amusing.
He wears his Klnssr. htlle brown
striped fur overcoat with becoming
aira, and never iloffs It even lu warm
wealher. I suppose lie fears he will
take cold during the mountain winds
aud rains, which sculpture the rin ks
and luouiitttiu sides, aud give Ike
beautiful green color to the pluo

needles. Indeed all nature Is lovely.
The somlier winter hues are giving
way to the bright colorings which will
be in vogue during the summer. T he
gorgeous rain bow which a lew days
ago stretched across the heaveus from
mountain rk to ninnmuin
looked like a grand triumphal "arch
under Which all of nature ret-me- to
pause as If awaiting to be crow ned tor
worthy service done.

Then meiuorv recalled the time, when
the little girl 'T knew the best of all."
used to wish sue owned a pair of the
famous "seven-leagu- e hoots." so she
could run to the end of the rainbow,
oeiore tiiwi tiH.K away the slvn of Ins
wi.rnlerlul prornipe. and Hnd the Dots of
gold and i liver. Hut inoia thnn child
hood a inemoiies and Its fanciful ideas,
lathe promise of Cod's love tending
ovi-- his creatures, a hve so inllnile that
it gave the I'eurl of gie.it price.

DlXlK.

former l,aa Vrgsu
H. It. Thornton, who did the rlvil

engineering for I he I.hs Vegas straet
railway, is now an I.I l'ao architect,
with an ollli-- In ltoom 12. Morehouse
block, that city.

Dr. W. N. Vilas, who practiced his
profession lu I.as Vega tor hom
months, some yeais ago. ir now one of
the leading pbysiclnus lu Kl I 'aso, Tex.

J. J. C. Armstrong, who conducted a
stationery store on sixth street in the
early days of the town, la now lu the
steam laundry business at Kl I'uso,
lexas. llnls as good a Methodist as
ever and likely will he till he dies.

"Mis" Nolan, a Ivon who Iihs strurk
Las Vegas a time or two on his travels
across the continent. I "rubbing" In the
newspaper emees al r.l raso, lema.

Lewis Wilson, a colored man who left
Las Vegas about live years ago. Is now
doing the honors aw porter at the (Jem
saloon In Kl 1'aso. Texas.

Certifies'. of Publicatioa.
TsaaiToav or New Mxiito,

Andltor'e OlH i. , In lirsnre líe. ariin-- o.

Otile. of Aud'u r . f l'u tillo Ac-ou- s,
rants Ke, N. kl , Kaoruary 23, ISM.

For t be ye ir ending December 81. llWH.
It la berel.y rert.fled. Ttal tha Kite Aa- -

of Philadelphia, a -- u p. rallón
nrgauiaeil under the law of the atsta ifHeiin.e v.nl.. aliwa p'lncliel i til1 e la
lo ale.l at riii'aoeiphla. t' . c .inr led
with the rtul'!ii-iii- a . f i'htr VI, i.f
f e laws of Ha Meil o. pe... d iu 'J, en-
titled "An Art ree ulatint lim.rsno t'ooi-ianies- ."

epnroied Kebruary J I srueuu-- a

I A pill S, 'M, and February S, V.i, and
lloii-- e Hill Nu. 81, apiM-ure- Wnruh 17. 1'7,
i elng l liso'er 411, l.aa of 'U7) au fu" as
tiie rripi.t li ne of sid Ac's aie appluii-bl- a

to e,id t'.'iiii.anv, for tha mr of our
l.nri una Ihouiaud Kgbt Huudred a d
Ninety eight.
In whrenf. I, Marcelino (Jar-

cia, Auditor nf Hulili.i Ai-i-- n a for t e
Terrlt ry nf N-- Ui xicu, base, hereukt
set tu y liaud a- - il altixed mr seal ol i.

at ins ln if Marti Ka, llieiisy
and r H ret aboea wriun.,.,. Maai-sLia- Qcu,

Auditor ol I uiino Acuouuia.

Hvnop-- f Htslewent of tha
Fire Association of Philadelphia.

January 1,

Assets 81
blabiiillre, iui'ludu.g i t, liai.. 4 SlA.liM.lg

Net surplus 11,111 47.18

REGISTER YOUR

POLAND CHINAS
in tlie SouthwiHtcni I'olan.l

China Record Associnf n

Stick for sale 81U.0Opcrtliare.
Write) lo Scott, St'crctary,
Ti)li-y- 'J'cnni'HMH.


